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Nearly fonr million Bengalis are now living as exiles, and discontented minorities,
in Bihar, and have farther caused to their mother-country a loss of annual revenue
assessed at nearly two crores of rupees. The partition of Bengal still remains.

His late Majesty the King-Emperor, while announcing Its annulment, promised a
well-considered solution of frontier problems. The Simon Commission also suggested
a Boundaries Commission to settle these problems regarding boundaries,

Even Orissa has seceded from Bihar as a linguistic and cultural unit. It is
Bengal alone that must always lose. She cannot call back her exiled sons, nor claim
the territories which are hers by both history and right. The territorial problem is
no less urgent than the financial problem of Bengal, but her leaders are equally
apathetic to both.

Turning to the communal problem, which has split the country from top to
bottom into warring communities whom the coming Constitution will "not permit to
unite from promoting the good of the whole, Dr. Mookerjee said : The Constitution
is based in a ruthless and thorough -going manner upon communal electorate and
representation which rests fundamentally, not on the conception of common citizen-
ship, but on the conception of commnnities as so many separate nationalities. The
Constitution intends that the Hindus and Moslems must consider and organise them-
selves as separate nationalities, and not as nationals of the same State.

The Constitution is not planned as a democracy and will not give any scope to
the growth of nationalism, upon which democracy is based. Our Moslem brethren
may gloat over their ill-gotten gains from the Communal Award. But their exulta-
tion will be only for a time when they will find that what the Constitution has
given them is only a little power over the Hindus but hardly any powers of real
self-government, while what they have gained will be of no help to them In solving
the problem of dire poverty in which their masses, the rural millions, are deeply sunk.
The political classes at the top may be swept away by a revolution from below. It
is only a united national effort of Hindus and Moslems that can avert the coming
catastrophe.

In the face of this impending national disaster and economic crisis, cannot Hindus
and Moslems unite as brethren, as children of a common soil, of the same mother
Earth, scrap the Communal Award, which divides them, by an agreement of their
own. and proceed boldly to recapture the lost position and prosperity of Bengal, to
build her up as a vigorous democracy In a spirit of equality, fraternity and liberty,
on the basis of equal partnership in legislation and administration ? And, in this
high endeavour, by accomplishing which Bengal can once more give lead to India,
it is our Moslem brethren who can take the lead and show the way !

Dealing with the Hindu problem, Dr. Mookerji showed how the coming Constitu-
tion will specially handicap the Hindus of Bengal, whose case was recently repre-
sented, under tho leadership of Poet Tagore, to the Secretary of State. Sounding a
pessimistic note, the President said :

"But even the tallest of us do not count with the Government of the day, who
are bent upon repressing the Hindus in every way. By a stroke of the pen, the
Government has struck at all the progress that they have made, and the place they
have won for themselves in the Government of the country by nearly a century of
affort and enlightenment.

uThe British Government forget that in repressing the Bengali Hindu they ara
really repressing their best work in India. The Bengali Hindn is the child of
British rule, of the modern spirit it has introduced to India to its greatest credit.
And the Congress also forgets that Government hits the Congress by hitting the
Bengali Hindu as its foremost exponent1'

Oritioising the Commuual Award,   Dr. Mookerjee said :   "Nowhere in the world is
thefe^azr? such spectacle of a minority being further weakened in the Interests of the
majority and of a majority   being   further   strengthened   at the cost of the minority.
reinlt of it is   that   the   Bengal   Hindus,   who   form nearly 45 per cent of the
latioB. wIH form   only   a third   of   the   legislature,   while their cultured classes
3wiac3e even to a fifttu

"TMs construction   of   a Constitution   by   mere   counting   of heads does not take
iato aaoosst the amount of the   contributions   which   the   Hindu minority of
make to the general progress and prosperity of   the   province and towards the
the Slate itself.

statistics of Government show   that   nearly   three- fourths  of the reve&ae of
Bengal is contributed by the   Hindus   whose   cultural   contributions  will  be
from toe fact that they contribute as   nmch   as   64 p. e. of literate